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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
 
 
Please stand 

INVOCATION 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
 
FIRST LESSON  Joel 2:12-19 (read responsively) 
 
P “Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with 
 fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
C and rend your hearts and not your garments. 
 
P Return to the Lord your God,  
C for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
 love; and he relents over disaster. 
 
P Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing 
 behind him, 
C a grain offering and a drink offering for the Lord your God?  
 
P Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 
C gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders. 
 
P Gather the children, even nursing infants.  
C Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber.  
 
P Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the 
 Lord, weep and say, “Spare your people, O Lord, and make not your 
 heritage a reproach, a byword among the nations. Why should they say 
 among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’”  
C Then the Lord became jealous for his land and had pity on his people. 
 
P The Lord answered and said to his people, “Behold, I am sending to you 
 grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; 
C and I will no more make you a reproach among the nations.” 
 
 



HYMN           Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling      WOV 734 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of 
 all those who are penitent.  Create in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily  
 lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain from you, the 
 God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
 Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated 

PSALM 51 (sung responsively)  
 
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | lovingkindness;* 
  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 
2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness* 
  and cleanse me | from my sin. 
3For I know | my transgressions,* 
  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 
4Against you only | have I sinned* 
  and done what is evil | in your sight. 
5And so you are justified | when you speak* 
  and upright | in your judgment. 
6Indeed, I have been wicked | from my birth,* 
  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 
7For behold, you look for truth | deep within me,* 
  and will make me understand | wisdom secretly. 
8Purge me from my sin, and I | shall be pure;* 
  wash me, and I shall be | clean indeed. 
9Make me hear of | joy and gladness,* 
  that the body you have broken | may rejoice. 
10Hide your face | from my sins* 
  and blot out all | my iniquities. 
11Create in me a clean | heart, O God,* 
  and renew a right spir- | it within me. 



12Cast me not away | from your presence* 
  and take not your Holy | Spirit from me. 
13Give me the joy of your saving | help again* 
  and sustain me with your bount- | iful Spirit. 
14I shall teach your ways | to the wicked,* 
  and sinners shall re- | turn to you. 
15Deliver me from | death, O God,* 
  and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness, O God of | my salvation. 
16Open my | lips, O Lord,* 
  and my mouth shall pro- | claim your praise. 
17Had you desired it, I would have | offered sacrifice,* 
  but you take no delight | in burnt offerings. 
18The sacrifice of God is a | troubled spirit;* 
  a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise. 
19Be favorable and gra- | cious to Zion,* 
  and rebuild the walls | of Jerusalem. 

 
 
Please stand 

GOSPEL LESSON 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 12th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Matthew 12:30-42 

 
[Jesus said] Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with 
me scatters.  31 Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people, 
but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.  32 And whoever speaks a 
word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spir-
it will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.  33 "Either make the tree 
good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad, for the tree is known by 
its fruit.  34 You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of 
the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.  35 The good person out of his good 
treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil.  
36 I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word 
they speak,  37 for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be 
condemned."  38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, 
"Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you."  39 But he answered them, "An evil and adul-
terous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the 
prophet Jonah.  40 For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the 



great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth.  41 The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and con-
demn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater 
than Jonah is here.  42 The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wis-
dom of Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is here. 

 
P The Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Please be seated 

HOMILY               Pastor David Nuottila 
 
 
Please stand 

HYMN    Chief of Sinners Though I Be         LBW 306 
 
 
CONFESSION 
 
P Come; call on the Lord so that he may hear your confession. 
C Lord, my silence is broken, I cry to you: hear my confession. 
 
P In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom no secrets are 
 hid. 
C Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your  
 abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
 and cleanse me from my sin!  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before 
 me.  Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight. 
 
P And so we confess to the Lord: 
C I have lived as if God did not matter.  I have lived as if I have mattered the most.  
 I have not honored my Lord’s name as He demands; I have neglected to worship and 
 pray as I ought; I have failed the work of my Lord’s love for me, so that my love for 
 others has failed as well; I have brought pain to those around me; I have failed to help 
 all those in need; I have filled my very thoughts and wants with sin; I have been  
 sorely troubled. 
 
 
 Here silence is kept as especially troubling sins are brought before the Lord. 
 



P Now we pray: 
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not 
 away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the 
 joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
 
P And so we come as beggars: 
C Merciful Father, I, a sinner caught and bound in my sin, confess to You and my  
 brothers and sisters in Christ that I have sinned against You and all of them; that I do 
 not deserve any of the blessings you’ve given me or the love they’ve shared with me; 
 but I have heard your promises and have been brought to repentance so that now I 
 call on your mercy for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior, and pray 
 that, by an act of your grace, you will deliver me from bondage so that I may walk in 
 newness of life. 
 
P As we come to the conclusion of our service we are reminded that the very Word of 
 God comes from those appointed by the Office of the Keys to proclaim His judgment. 
 We in turn are grateful that the Word of judgment, to those who are penitent, is  
 “Not Guilty.”  
 
 
WORDS OF PROMISE 
 
P Our Lord Jesus promised his disciples: “The one who hears you, hears me.” Do you  
 believe that the words of forgiveness I speak to you are the words of Jesus Christ  
 himself? (Luke 10:16) 
C Yes, I do for the Holy Spirit has gathered me in faith to Christ my Lord. 
 
 
 
Please be seated 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS & IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 

Everyone is invited to come forward and receive the words of absolution and the imposition of ashes.  
As ashes are being imposed, the congregations sings the hymn “Lord Jesus, Think on Me” LBW 309. 

 
P (The pastor says these words to each person) The benefits of Christ are poured out upon 
 you; the forgiveness of sin, salvation, and eternal life.  By the authority of the Word of 
 God, and by the command of Our Lord, Jesus Christ; I therefore declare to you the  
 entire forgiveness of all your sin. In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the 
 Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P As our Lord Jesus taught us, we are bold to pray; 
 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, forever and ever.  
 Amen. 

 
 
 
HYMN     Abide with Me               LBW 272 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.  
C Remember that we are Christ’s and to Christ we shall return.  Amen.  
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