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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE          In the Garden               Near 
 
   
Please stand 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart, and confess our sins  
 unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
 grant us forgiveness. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C Who made heaven and earth. 
 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 
C And he forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto you, that we 
 are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, 
 word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy,  seeking and  
 imploring your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
C O most merciful God, who has given your only-begotten Son to die for us, have  
 mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by your Holy 
 Spirit increase in us true knowledge of you and of your will, and true obedience to 
 your Word, that by your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ 
 our Lord.  Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and has given his only  
 Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins.  To them that believe on his 
 name, he gives power to become sons of God and bestows upon them his Holy Spirit. 
 He that believes, and is baptized, shall be saved.  Grant this, O Lord, unto us all. 
 
C Amen. 
 
 



HYMN        Great Is Thy Faithfulness      WOV 771  
 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SALUTATION/PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. 

Holy One, through the sacrament of baptism you bring us into your kingdom and grant 
us eternal life for the sake of your Son, Jesus.  Keep us faithful, trusting in your  
promises of salvation for your creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
Please be seated 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 



FIRST LESSON  Genesis 12:1-9 
 
1Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your fa-
ther’s house to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and 
I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless 
those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families 
of the earth shall be blessed.” 4So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went 
with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram 
took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had 
gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the 
land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the 
land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in 
the land. 7Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this 
land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8From there he 
moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the 
west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the Lord and called upon the 
name of the Lord. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 

 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
PSALM 121  (sung in unison) 

 
1I lift up my eyes | to the hills;* 
  from where is my | help to come? 
2My help comes | from the Lord,* 
  the maker of heav- | en and earth. 
3He will not let your | foot be moved* 
  and he who watches over you will not | fall asleep. 
4Behold, he who keeps watch | over Israel* 
  shall neither slum- | ber nor sleep; 
5The Lord himself watches | over you;* 
  the Lord is your shade at | your right hand, 
6So that the sun shall not strike | you by day,* 
  nor the | moon by night. 
7The Lord shall preserve you | from all evil;* 
  it is he who shall | keep you safe. 
8The Lord shall watch over your going out and your | coming in,* 
  from this time forth for- | evermore. 



SECOND LESSON  Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 
 
1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 
2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not be-
fore God. 3For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was count-
ed to him as righteousness.” 4Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as 
a gift but as his due. 5And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justi-
fies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6just as David also speaks of the 
blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 7“Blessed are 
those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 8blessed is the 
man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” 
13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did 
not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the adher-
ents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the 
law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 16That is why it 
depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all 
his offspring — not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the 
faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have made you the fa-
ther of many nations” — in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives 
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.  

 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Please stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
John 3:1-17 

 
1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This 
man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Je-
sus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? 
Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind 
blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said 
to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Isra-
el and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of 
what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our tes-
timony. 12If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if 
I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except he who descend-
ed from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder-
ness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. 16For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him.” 

 
P The Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
Please be seated 

SERMON                Pastor David Nuottila 
 
 
Please stand 

HYMN              Blessed Assurance        WOV 699  
 
  
 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
P God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.  Living together in trust 
 and hope, we confess our faith. 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.  
  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the virgin Mary.  
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
     was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again.  
  He ascended into heaven,  
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting.  
  Amen. 
 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
Please be seated 

OFFERING 
 
     
ANTHEM       A Song for Lent             Pooler  

Chancel Choir 
 
 
 
Please stand 

OFFERTORY       For the Fruit of All Creation       WOV 760 
verses 1 & 3 

 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
P Let us pray for the Church, the world, and for all people according to their needs. 
 
 Following each petition:    P  Lord, in your mercy,  C  hear our prayer. 
 
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
 through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. 
 Amen. 

 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you 
      and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord lift up his countenance upon you 
      and + give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 



HYMN        My Faith Looks Up to Thee         LBW 479  
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE              Postlude on "Bourbon"             Powell   
 
 
 

Text, Tune, and/or Arr. used by permission - Augsburg Fortress license #10475 & CCLI license #11080954 

 
 
 

Lessons for Next Week: 
Exodus 17:1-7, Psalm 95:1-9, Romans 5:1-8, John 4:5-30 [39-42]  

 
 
 

Announcements 
  

WELCOME - Thank you for worshiping with us today.  Visitors and guests of the congregation 
who would like more information about Union Lutheran Church, our ministries, and programs 
should contact Pastor David Nuottila.  Contact info is available on the cover of this bulletin. 
 
 
INVITE YOUR ONE - Pastor David is challenging everyone at Union to make 2017 the year we 
fill our church nave with visitors.  Everyone is challenged to invite one person (or family) to 
worship each month.  Let’s fill our pews by sharing the gospel and share our church with  
others.  Invite your one! 
 
 
LENTEN VESPERS - Lenten vesper services continue this evening and will be held throughout 
the Sundays during Lent.  Join members of your church family for these evening services  
tonight at 6:00 p.m. in the church nave. 
 



ONE YEAR BIBLE READING - This week’s Bible readings are: 
 
 Today, March 12: Josh. 5-8   Monday, March 13: Josh. 9-11 
 Tuesday, March 14: Josh. 12-15   Wednesday, March 15: Josh. 16-18 
 Thursday, March 16: Josh. 19-21  Friday, March 17: Josh. 22-24 
 Saturday, March 18: Jud. 1-2 
 
Reading the Bible in one year takes discipline and also encouragement.  The best way to  
accomplish such reading is to carve out time everyday.  Decide on a regular time and choose 
to make it a priority.  Before long, you will realize the joy of reading God’s Word every day. 
 
 
 
CONVOCATION DELEGATES - Anyone who is interested in serving as a delegate to the  
Carolinas Mission district Convocation or NALC Convocation should contact Council President 
Tara Davis, Vice President Becky Hartley or Pastor David Nuottila.  Delegates must be current 
voting members of Union Lutheran Church.  Convocation delegates will be elected at the next 
congregation meeting.  Date for this meeting is yet to be determined.  Dates and locations for 
the convocations are: 
 
 Carolinas Mission District - May 19-20 at St. James Lutheran Church, Newton, NC 
 NALC Lutheran Week - August 8-11 at Music City Shereton in Nashville, TN 
 
 
 
NOISY OFFERING - On the Sundays during Lent, the children of Union Lutheran Church will be 
taking up a noisy offering  to benefit our Narthex Accessibility Project and the repointing of 
the bricks and mortar of our church building.  This is a great way for our youngest church  
family members to show their support for making our church building accessible for those 
with special needs. 
 
 
 
YOUTH GROUPS - Our K.I.D.S. (Kids in Discipleship and Service) meet each Sunday beginning 
at 2:30 p.m. All 3rd - 5th grade students at Union are invited. YOU Church (Youth Of Union) 
meets each Sunday beginning at 4:00 p.m. and is for all YOUth in grades 6 - 12.  Any adults 
who would like to assist with the YOU Church group should contact Vicki Peeler or Pastor  
David Nuottila. 


