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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
PRELUDE    Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed           Carter    
 
   
Please stand 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart, and confess our sins  
 unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
 grant us forgiveness. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C Who made heaven and earth. 
 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 
C And he forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
P Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto you, that we 
 are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, 
 word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy,  seeking and  
 imploring your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
C O most merciful God, who has given your only-begotten Son to die for us, have  
 mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by your Holy 
 Spirit increase in us true knowledge of you and of your will, and true obedience to 
 your Word, that by your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ 
 our Lord.  Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and has given his only  
 Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins.  To them that believe on his 
 name, he gives power to become children of God and bestows upon them his Holy 
 Spirit.  He that believes, and is baptized, shall be saved.  Grant this, O Lord, unto us all. 
C Amen. 
 
 



HYMN              Be Thou My Vision        WOV 776  
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
 
KYRIE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SALUTATION/PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. 

Holy One, you give sight to the blind and life to those who trust in your Son. May the 
light of your Christ pierce through our blindness and open us to your way of life; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
Please be seated 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 



FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 42:14-21 
 
14For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; now I will 
cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. 15I will lay waste mountains and hills, 
and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. 
16And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not 
known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough plac-
es into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. 17They are 
turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved idols, who say to metal imag-
es, “You are our gods.” 18Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! 19Who is 
blind but my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send? Who is blind as my dedi-
cated one, or blind as the servant of the Lord? 20He sees many things, but does not ob-
serve them; his ears are open, but he does not hear. 21The Lord was pleased, for his 
righteousness’ sake, to magnify his law and make it glorious. 

 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
PSALM 142  (sung in unison) 

 
1I cry to the Lord | with my voice;* 
  to the Lord I make loud | supplication. 
2I pour out my com- | plaint before him* 
  and tell him | all my trouble. 
3When my spirit languishes within me, you | know my path;* 
  in the way wherein I walk they have hidden a | trap for me. 
4I look to my right hand and find no | one who knows me;* 
  I have no place to flee to, and no one | cares for me. 
5I cry out to | you, O Lord;* 
  I say, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land | of the living.” 
6Listen to my cry for help, for I have been brought | very low;* 
  save me from those who pursue me, for they are too | strong for me. 
7Bring me out of prison, that I may give thanks | to your name;* 
  when you have dealt bountifully with me, the righteous will gath- | er around 
  me. 

 
 
 
 



SECOND LESSON  Ephesians 5:8-14 
 
8At one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of 
light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10and try to 
discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in 
secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14for anything 
that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Please stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 9th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
John 9:1-41 

 
1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, 
“It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be dis-
played in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 
coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” 6Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva. 
Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool 



of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. 8The 
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the 
man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like 
him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes 
opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and 
said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 
12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”  
 
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a 
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees again 
asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my 
eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from 
God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sin-
ner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17So they said again to the 
blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He 
is a prophet.” 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his 
sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked 
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 
 
 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 
21But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask 
him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22(His parents said these things because 
they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Je-
sus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23Therefore his parents said, 
“He is of age; ask him.” 24So for the second time they called the man who had been 
blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He an-
swered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was 
blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do 
you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28And they re-
viled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that 
God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 
 
 30The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he 
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sin-
ners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32Never 
since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born 
blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, 
“You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. 35Jesus 
heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the 
Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37Jesus 



said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I 
believe,” and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that 
those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” 40Some of the 
Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41Jesus 
said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We 
see,’ your guilt remains.” 

 
P The Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
Please be seated 

SERMON                Pastor David Nuottila 
 
 
 
Please stand 

HYMN     Healer of Our Every Ill       WOV 738  
 
  
 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
P God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.  Living together in trust 
 and hope, we confess our faith. 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.  
  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the virgin Mary.  
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
     was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again.  
  He ascended into heaven,  
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 



 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting.  
  Amen. 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
Please be seated 

OFFERING 
 
     
ANTHEM     Lenten Meditation         Althouse  

Chancel Choir 
 
 
Please stand 

OFFERTORY       For the Fruit of All Creation       WOV 760 
verses 1 & 3 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
P Let us pray for the Church, the world, and for all people according to their needs. 
 
 Following each petition:    P  Lord, in your mercy,  C  hear our prayer. 
 
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
 through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. 
 Amen. 

 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you 
      and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord lift up his countenance upon you 
      and + give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 
 
HYMN         Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound       LBW 448  
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE            Befiehl du deine Wege      Drischner  
 
 
 

Text, Tune, and/or Arr. used by permission - Augsburg Fortress license #10475 & CCLI license #11080954 

 
 
 

Lessons for Next Week: 
Ezekiel 37:1-14, Psalm 130, Romans 8:1-11, John 11:1-45 [46-53] 



Announcements 
  

WELCOME - Thank you for worshiping with us today.  Visitors and guests of the congregation 
who would like more information about Union Lutheran Church, our ministries, and programs 
should contact Pastor David Nuottila.  Contact info is available on the cover of this bulletin. 
 
 
 
INVITE YOUR ONE - Pastor David is challenging everyone at Union to make 2017 the year we 
fill our church nave with visitors.  Everyone is challenged to invite one person (or family) to 
worship each month.  Let’s fill our pews by sharing the gospel and share our church with  
others.  Invite your one! 
 
 
 
LENTEN VESPERS - Lenten vesper services continue this evening and will be held throughout 
the Sundays during Lent.  Join members of your church family for these evening services  
tonight at 6:00 p.m. in the church nave. 
 
 
 
CONGREGATION MEETING - A meeting of the congregations is scheduled for Sunday, April 2 
following our worship service.  Items on the agenda include: 

 Election of delegates to the Carolinas Mission District and NALC convocations. 
 Approval of the 2016 Yearbook. 
 Replacement of a heat pump in the church building. 
 Replacement of gutters on the church building. 

Voting members are encouraged to attend.  Voting members are defined as those who have 
given a contribution of record and communed in the past two years. 
 
 
 
ONE YEAR BIBLE READING - This week’s Bible readings are: 
 
  Today, Mar 26: Ruth   Monday, Mar 27: 1Sam 1-3 
  Tue. Mar 28: 1Sam 4-8   Wed. Mar 29: 1Sam 9-12 
  Thu. Mar 30: 1Sam 13-14   Fri. Mar 31: 1Sam 15-17 
  Sat. Apr 1: 1Sam 18-20 
 
It is never too late to begin a Bible reading plan.  Those who are interested can pick up  
reading plans in the narthex or ask Pastor David to send you one. 



NOISY OFFERING - On the Sundays during Lent, the children of Union Lutheran Church will be 
taking up a noisy offering  to benefit our Narthex Accessibility Project and the repointing of 
the bricks and mortar of our church building.  This is a great way for our youngest church  
family members to show their support for making our church building accessible for those 
with special needs. 
 
 

 

The members of YOU Church invite kids Pre-K to 5th grade, come join the fun on 

Saturday, April 15th for our annual Easter Egg Hunt! 

 

There will be: 

Games 

Hot Dogs & chips 

Treats and much more! 

 

The Easter Egg Hunt will held from  

11:00 a.m. through 1:00 p.m. 

Saturday, April 15th at the church. 

 

Invite your friends! 

 

 
 
 

Where: Camp Agape, Kure Beach, NC 

When:  Friday, May 5 - Sunday, May 7 

Who: Youth of Union grades 3-12 (and friends) 

 

Registration for youth is $25.00, adults $84.00 

 

Each participant must have a registration form signed by their parent or guardian. 

Forms are available in the church narthex or on the table outside Pastor David’s office. 

Registration forms and payment are due in the church office by 

Sunday, April 30. 

 






